Hydrocephalus has been recognised since antiquity (Paul of Aegina mentions it in the 7th century') and occurs with an incidence of 0 5 to 1 -8 per 1000 total births.2 3 About one third of congenital hydrocephalus is the result of stenosis of the aqueduct of Sylvius,4 although estimates vary from 11 %5 to 43%.6 Bickers Sex ratio There were 15 boys and nine girls. This is a nonsignificant male excess, but similar ratios have been found in previous series ascertained through neurosurgical clinics. 6 13 14 Birthweight No significant difference was found in the mean birthweights of the male and female index patients. Mean birthweight for boy patients was 3 46 kg (range 3 15kg to 3-88 kg), and for girls 3 37kg (range 2@78 kg to 3-80 kg). All babies were born at term, with the exception of one boy (No 5) There were no other affected sibs, either hydrocephalic or mentally retarded. Two sibs (of No 5 and 1 1) had died of congenital heart disease. Cousins There were 87 maternal first cousins and 92 paternal first cousins of the 14 male index patients. On enquiry, none was hydrocephalic or mentally retarded. Female index patients had 17 maternal first cousins and 12 paternal first cousins, none of whom was affected. There was very little family pathology and only two stillbirths (one a twin, the other a Potter anomalad) and one paternal and one maternal cousin had spina bifida and hydrocephalus. One maternal second cousin (of No 5), a boy, died at 14 with hydrocephalus, an absent eye, and left hemiplegia.
Discussion
In this series of hydrocephalus resulting from aqueduct stenosis there was a non-significant excess of F M Howard, K Till, and C 0 Carter males, but no other evidence of X linked inheritance. On examination, no case had the congenital adducted flexed thumbs first described by Edwards.20 The proportion of brothers affected of male index patients was 0/18. There is one other comparable series, by Burton 
